
The Important Network Affair is Happening in December
(Third story)

 

In December 2004 was the first time Suman Basnet stepped in Indonesia. As the coordinator for 

Asia Pacific Region in the World Association for Community Broadcasters (or AMARC, in short), 

Basnet flew from Kathmandu to Jakarta. He spent two days in Jakarta and took a three hours train to 

Bandung.  He has  one  agenda in  Bandung:  to  attend  the  first  national  congress  of  the  Indonesian 

Community Radio Network known locally as Jaringan Radio Komunitas Indonesia (JRKI). 

Basnet could not hide his enthusiasm. Compared to other nations in the Asia Pacific, Indonesia 

was a leader in community radio because it was recognized by the law and many stations were already 

operating on the grassroots  level.  “This  national  congress  would  have a  significant  impact  on the 

development of community radio,”1 he said. 

The JRKI came into existence in May 2002. The main goal was to exert pressure on Parliament 

and the government to recognize community broadcasting in the Broadcasting Law. The government 

initially intended to omit the community broadcasting articles from the bill but advocacy work by the 

JRKI scuttled this plan.

From 2002 to 2004 the JRKI did not have legal status, statutes or even an official chairman. 

“What we had for two years was a working committee,” explains Ali Pangestu, the coordinator of the 

network  working  committee  during  the  first  day  of  congress.  “This  is  the  time  for  the  working 

committee to step back and give a chance to the congress, the steering committee and members”.2  

In two years, the JRKI has built a network in 10 provinces. According to Bowo Usodo3, project 

officer of congress, up to December 2004 they had ten affiliates in Java, Bali, West Nusa Tenggara, 

1  Based on a discussion with Suman Basnet on December 12 - 13, 2005 in Gran Hotel Lembang, Bandung. 
2  Based on the writer’s observation on the JRKI congress in Gran Hotel Lembang, Bandung. 
3  Based on an interview with Bowo Usodo via telephone, January 6, 2005.



Sumatera  and  North  Sulawesi  islands.  Bowo  also  noted  that  six  other  regions,  including  Papua, 

Kalimantan and East Nusa Tenggara, would be joining JRKI.   

The community radio networks were set up on their own initiative. For example, the network in 

West Java was built even before the JRKI was established. As the radio network in the province nearest 

Jakarta where all political decisions are made, the West Java organization had one clear objective: to 

unite  all  community  radio  practitioners  in  the  province  and  make  their  presence  known  to  the 

government.  Banding together would strengthen their bargaining position, they believed. 

In its brief two years of existence, JRKI has represented community radio in various important 

functions. In 2002, the group met with the Directorate General of Posts and Telecommunications to 

discuss  frequency allocations  for  community broadcasting.  In  Yogyakarta  and  Bandung,  the  JRKI 

chapters drafted an academic paper to strengthen the cause of community radio.4

At the provincial level, most of the network activity is aimed at preventing confiscation of radio 

stations  by the  authorities.  “Trendi  Niaga  Radio,  one  of  our  members  was  once  confiscated  was 

because we had not disseminated the recognition of community radio to the local authorities,” says 

Gani Rahman, the leader of West Java network.5  “We went to two offices, the regional Ministry of 

Transportation  and  Monitoring  Council6.  We  explained  about  the  new  recognition  from  the 

Broadcasting Law. We declared that community radio uses radio frequencies without license but we 

have received recognition from the law. The Monitoring Council understood our explanation and now 

we are partners. They even recommend new members.” 

In  Yogyakarta,  the  network  has  had  a  series  of  discussions  with  the  regional  Indonesian 

Broadcasting Commission and Monitoring Council about licensing procedures, frequency management 

and standard equipment for community radio. Though the government regulations are not yet in place, 

the JRKI and authorities have set up minimum standards. For standard equipment they have established 
4  Based on the writer’s observation from 2002 until now. Writer was taking part in the meeting. 
5  Based on an interview with Gani Rahman on November 29 2004 at SKEPO office, Bandung.
6  Monitoring Council is the name for regional Directorate General of Post and Telecommunication. Their main job is to 

monitor the used frequency and make sure it will not disturb each other. 



a model. “Authorities said the most important thing for a radio station is not to interfere with other 

frequencies,”  says Widjanarko,  member of Yogyakarta network.   Together  with the authorities,  the 

Yogyakarta network also has created an application form for a frequency license. “This form is our own 

version”, says Widjanarko.7  

Are local efforts enough? Sri Aryani of the Tifa Foundation, -a grant-making institution that 

works with community radio stations, thinks not.

“Regional networks have a limited capacity to do national advocacy. For example, this year we need to 

do  major  advocacy  on  frequency  allocation  and  licensing,”8 she  says.  These  are  crucial  because 

frequency  and  licensing  procedures  are  expected  to  be  the  biggest  problems  that  may  affect  the 

development of community radio. 

Sri adds, “In the long term, this national network could play an important part  in capacity-

building. Well, they have done it anyway but they need to do it in a more structured manner.” And since 

the JRKI is based on membership, the congress is one of the most democratic ways to put the system in 

place.” 

Achievement and challenge

During the congress, more than 100 community radio activists from 16 regions felt both a sense 

of achievement and of new challenges. Sessions during three-day congress began at 9 a.m. and ended 

past midnight. 

In one session, Basnet explained about AMARC’s program while delegates listened carefully. 

Though Basnet spoke in English, language was not a barrier. Basnet’s interpreter was busy translating 

questions and statements from the attendees. Until the last day, the JRKI had not yet decided to join 
7  Based on a short interview via telephone and face to face with Widjanarko in January 2005. Widjanarko often come to 

the writer’s office to discuss community radio development. The writer has clarified these statements with him. 
8  Based on a short interview with Sri Aryani on February 2, 2005 at Tifa Foundation office. The writer has clarified these 

statements with her. 



AMARC. Basnet, however, was not disappointed. “I respect their decision and look forward to hearing 

any good news from them,” he said.

Discussions  during the  congress  were not  boring  as  delegates  debated everything  from the 

criteria for membership to the election of a chairman. Shouting and handclapping were the order of the 

day. Campaign managers for aspiring chairmen were all over the congress, looking for votes during 

breakfast, lunch time, dinner and even coffee breaks. After a long and exhausting process, the congress 

finally decided that Bowo Usodo from West Java would be their leader and that the group would be 

organized as a federation. This means all regional networks can carry out their own fundraising and 

decide on their own programs. The national network would focus on self-regulation issues.   

Ikhsan from West Nusa Tenggara was satisfied with the congress, saying he learned a lot about 

equipment requirements and program design from his colleagues. 

The congress has also bolstered the JRKI’s legitimacy in the eyes of its own members, the government, 

and  other  civil  society  organizations.  The  process  was  full  of  friction  but  the  give  and  take  of 

democracy is not a bad thing. “I can feel the camaraderie,”9 Ikhsan says.

He also airs a hope, probably shared by all his colleagues that the JRKI network will grow in 

the coming years and spread its wings to more regions outside Java Island. 

9  Based on a short interview with Ikhsan on December 16, 2004 in Gran Hotel Lembang, Bandung. 


